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René Clausen 
composed 

The Golden Queen
in 2014.

GETTING TO KNOW THE COMPOSER IS PART OF 
THE PROCESS OF LEARNING A NEW SONG. 



As a youngster, Clausen loved music. Though 
his father was a church organist, the family 
didn’t have a keyboard instrument at home. 

He says that he “itched to have a piano.”

Whenever his family paid a visit to friends and 
relatives, he headed for the piano and spent 
hours figuring out how to play familiar tunes. 

He finally took his first real piano lesson during 
his freshman year of college. 



Right after sixth grade, René signed up for the summer band 
program in his home town of San Fernando, California. His 
instrument was the alto saxophone. 

That fall, he took his saxophone to Junior High and played it in 
the orchestra.  

The director noticed his interest in music and encouraged him to check out 
other school instruments. René took them home and taught himself how to 
play. Using beginner books with fingering charts and basic techniques, he 
taught himself how to play the flute and the trumpet.  

Learning to play more instruments was an important 
milestone along his pathway to becoming a musician. 



When Clausen went to Chatsworth 
High School in California’s San 
Fernando Valley, he found many 
more ways to make music…

…and he tried them all!

 He played trumpet in the 
marching band 

 Sang in the concert choir
 Played sax in the jazz band 
 Played French horn in the 

orchestra



A really memorable experience was 
the 1968 Rose Bowl Parade in 
Pasadena, California. René marched 
as a member of the Los Angeles 
Unified School District - All District 
High School Honor Band. 

This was another important 
memory that lasted a lifetime. 



Clausen gives credit to his school music 
teachers for opening the doors to the wonder 
of making music and inspiring him to pursue a 
musical career. 

In his junior year, choir director, Don 
Gustafson, gave Clausen his very first chance to 
conduct a choir. He asked the sixteen year old 
to lead the Chatsworth Girls Glee Club. 

That experience was an eye opener for 
Clausen. It eventually led him to make 
conducting a key part of his life as a musician.     



Clausen went to 
Northfield, Minnesota to 
attend St. Olaf College. 
The school is famous 
around the world for its 
choral music program. 

Later he received a Master of Music Performance degree and a Doctorate of 
Musical Arts from the University of Illinois, Urbana.

The St. Olaf Choir in performance



After working in secondary schools, he became director of choral activities at West 
Texas State University, Canyon, TX. Wichita State University in Kansas was his next 
home, where he was assistant professor of music. 

In 1986 Clausen took a new job in 
Minnesota. He became the conductor of 
the Concordia Choir and Professor of 
music at Concordia College, Moorhead. 
Concordia has been his teaching, 
conducting, and composing home for 
many years. 

The Campanile (bell tower) is a campus 
landmark at Concordia College



At Concordia, Clausen has 
developed a reputation as an 
outstanding choral conductor and 
teacher. He regularly works with 
college students, music educators, 
and other conductors. His 
Concordia Choir regularly tours the 
United States and other countries 
around the world. 

The Concordia College Choir



He is also the Artistic Director of the yearly Choral Celebration - a famous Concordia 
College Christmas Concert. This event is a massive artistic and logistical happening with 
over 400 singers, a 90-piece orchestra, and an enormous mural backdrop. 

Under his artistic direction, the 2009 Christmas concert, Christmas at Concordia: Journey 
to Bethlehem won a 2010 Emmy Award



When asked to share some thoughts on being a composer, this is what René Clausen 
had to say.



Here is his advice to students who want to composer music:

 Listen to many different kinds of music as you can find
 Keep learning new things and growing all of the time
 Understand that inspiration strikes at different times. You can be inspired by a 

special text, a special person, or something as practical as a commission for a 
new piece.  

 Understand that composing is a discipline. This means that sudden inspiration 
is not always a part of the process – hard work is. 

Though Dr. Clausen’s life is filled with music, he also has interests in science, astrophysics, 
and philosophy. “If I was not in music, I may have become a scientist” says Clausen. 

Clausen and his wife, Frankie, live in Moorhead, Minnesota, where they raised their three 
grown children, Joshua, Katie and Rachel.
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