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Arts.

Instrumentation:

21l

2 ob

2 clar. in B flat
2 bsn

4 hns in F

2 trpsin C

2 trb

Bass trb

Tuba
Timp.

Perc. 1 vibraphone
Perc. 2 snare, triangle, suspended cymbal
Perc. 3 bass drum, tenor drum, tam-tam, tambourine, triangle

Strings

Subwaves - Trevor Weston

Even though | grew up in NJ, | attended boarding school in NYC between the ages of 10 and 14. Taking
the subway was always an exciting, sometimes scary journey in the 70s, filled with a plethora of
sounds. My father was a New Yorker, so summers meant frequent trips to the city to visit museums
and family. The trips also included hearing stories about my father’s childhood memories riding the
subway when there were more elevated trains. In essence, riding the subway was a fantastic journey
filled with unexpected loud and soft sounds dominating the experience. Each station seemed like a
visit to other worlds or travel back in time depending on the station. In composing Subwaves, |
wanted to compose to my childhood fanciful thoughts on riding the subway. | also wanted to include
thoughts and requests from the students in the Juilliard School’s Music Appreciation Program
orchestra to make Subwaves more of a bespoke, custom-made work. Student suggestions included a
desire for, scales, loud dynamics, screeching sounds, and harmonics. These elements appear in the
piece and did influence the work’s creation. Finally, | have always associated subway sounds with the
noise sounds of classic Hip Hop. The orchestral “hits” common in Hip Hop music of the 80s, especially
Dling, always reminded me of sounds similar to the cacophony of sounds experienced when taking
the subway. Subwaves is organized into five sections, the odd numbered sections are active traveling
sequences, and the even numbered sections are station stops.
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and New York Philharmonic. It was funded, in part, with support from the National Endowment for the Arts.

Co-commissioned by American Composers Forum, The Juilliard School s Preparatory Division,
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